THE DESERT

A desert is an area that is extremely dry with very little rainfall. There are many different types
of deserts, not all are hot and sandy. Some deserts are cool or cold. Deserts are found on many

continents. Antarctica is considered a frozen desert!

Many deserts have rivers or oases flowing through them. After the sun goes down, the desert can
get very cold. The Sahara Desert located in Africa is the world’s biggest desert! It is hot there
every day of the year and can get over 130 degrees Fahrenheit. Despite the dry conditions, many
creatures live there including wild cats, camels, kangaroos, antelopes, wolves, lizards, scorpions,

snakes, birds, and lots of insects.



Desert biomes take up about 1/3 of the land mass of earth. This picture from NASA

shows all deserts not artic in nature:
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Desert: Location

The largest hot and dry desert in the world is the Sahara desert in northern

Africa but Antarctica is the largest desert in the world. Other major deserts
include the Arabian desert in the middle east, the Gobi desert in northern
China and Mongolia, and the Kalahari desert in Africa.




K

|

1L
A
s

s

of wcTer* Ilvmgc
for plants.and an|




Desert: Weather

Most deserts get really hot during
the day and then cold during the
night because of low humidity.
During the day, the temperatures
can reach over 100 degrees F and g
then drop below freezing during the |
nhight. The coldest day in Antarctica |
was -113 degrees F. During winter,
deserts get 3 little rainfall but
sometimes the rain evaporates
before it hits the ground.







Deserts in The United States

There are three magjor hot and dry deserts in The
United States. The Chihnuahuan Desert, whichis the
largest hot desert in. North America, The Sonoran
Desert, and The Moj esert. The Mojave Desert
is the hottest desert
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The Cold Desert: Antarctica!

Cold Desert
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Desert: Plants

Certain types of plants can survive the harsh environment of the desert. They
have to be good at storing and finding water to adapt to minimal rainfall. Plants
you can find in deserts include: cacti, creosote bush, sagebrush, and ocotillo.
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Desert: Animals

Some animals that live in the desert are cold blooded such as snakes, insects, and lizards. The
mammals that live here are small such as the kangaroo rat and kit fox. The elf owl
sometimes live inside a cactus during the day and then come out to hunt during the night.







